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Abstract

This research is aimed at studying “Change Thailand Movement” supporters. It
examines the supporters’ socio-economic characteristics, political thoughts, and identities. In
terms of their political thoughts, it examines the worldviews and beliefs on which their political
thoughts are based. It also assesses if these worldviews and beliefs are consistent with
democracy. In terms of their identities, the research examines the ways in which the supporters
identify themselves as well as their rivals and the actions that these identities led to.

This research finds that the “Change Thailand Movement” supporters primarily consist of
two groups: the urban middle class from the middle level upwards especially in Bangkok, and
the regional middle class from the middle level downwards especially from the South. Although
these two groups differ from each other in terms of economic and social status, they share the
same political thoughts which are based on religious beliefs or what the research calls “good
man’s politics.” This kind of politics fundamentally differs from democracy in two aspects. Firstly,
it holds that the ruler's power is tied to his/her personal merit and virtue, not the will of the
majority, and as a result it does not have to be under checks and balances as in democracy.
Public office holders are not held accountable to the people, but to the one who possesses the
highest degree of merit and morality, which is the king. Secondly, it holds that fundamentally
individuals are not equal because they possess different degrees of merit and morality.
Consequently, individuals should not have equal political rights; a “good man” should have
more political rights than a “bad man” does. As such, rather than an emancipative force like the
middle class in many countries, the middle-class supporters of the “Change Thailand
Movement” who adopt “good man’s politics” are part of the conservative force.

The “Change Thailand Movement” supporters identify themselves on several levels. On
the immediate level, they identify themselves in terms of ethnicity and region. The urban middle
class identify themselves as “Chinese descendants” whereas residents of the South identify
themselves as “the Southerners.” Although the two identities are distinctive, they uphold in
common loyalty to the monarchy as articulated through the self-epithets of “the masses under
royal auspices” and “the king’'s people” that were prevalent in the PDRC’s rally. In addition, they

identify themselves as “good men” with ties to the king who, with the highest degree of morality,
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is indeed “the best man.” They simultaneously identify their opponents as “bad men” who

should be eliminated with violence if need be.
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Figure 2. Relative change in income by percentile, Thailand, 1988-2011. Source: Kobsak (2013, 37),
used with permission.
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