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Abstract

“Facebook Politics: Culture-Politics on Thai Online Social Network (2010-2012)”
studies culture and politics on Thai online social network during the ongoing social and
political conflicts of recent years. It investigates how online relationships create political
spaces and how online societies and their offline counterparts connected. As the
cultural conditions and political structures of the society that the online social network is
built upon play important role to shape the direction of online political movement, this
study raises the following questions: What are the culture and politics of Thai online
social network? How online political spaces connect with offline political spaces? And
what are major constraints for online political movement? Informants are university
students and young professionals, aged 20-35 years old. Interviews and observations
were made both on- and off-line.

It is founded that fundamentally online political movements need the similar set
of social and cultural capital as offine movements do. However, online social network is
more convenient for the accumulation, transformation, and transactions of capitals.
Although online social network is not that entirely new space, as Internet users gain
higher power to create and control their communication spaces, freedom to address
prohibited issues is increasing.

However, being Facebook friend in the context of Thai culture-politics requires
certain kind of relationship, making it a “Thai Facebook friend.” The well-received
political expressions require cultural capital that limited to a small group of people.
Those who already have the required capital offline can have better access to and are
more capable to express their ideas on the online space. Still, the relatively accessible
to online social network in Thailand provides higher opportunity for political participation.

Hence, those who had not had the social capital can now also join the space.
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